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tent support, Mr. Swensen says any application for
a building over three stories was met with a “don't
even bother asking™ response from City Hall.

Mr. Swenson's vision is appalling (o suburbanites
fearful of their houses ending up in the shadow ol a
10- or 20-story high-rise. But it has a lot of appeal in
a world that is, after all, all about tradeoifs. The daily
view of a high-rise out my kitchen window seems
preferable to the frustration of sitting in the annoy-
ingly reliable 580/205 gridlock at 2 p.m. trying (o get
through the Livermore-Tracy corridor.

Barry Swenson Builder is putting his money
where his mouth is. He has seven high-riscs in some
stage of development, including Vendome Place, a
project that took over 15 years to get approved. A
shore wallc from the light rail line, he shows off an
Hustration of what is planned there with the zeal
ol someone preaching democracy to citizens in a
dictatorship. Juxtaposing it with a drawing of the
horrendous Cisco Systems south county business
park, it's a case study in intelligent accommodation
of transportation versus the kind of city planning for
which Santa Clara County, LA, and Atlanta have all
become infamous,

Doing the right thing as a developer isn't easy. A
few angry neighbors and a capable attorney can slow
aproject to the point of losing its profitability or stop
it cald early in the pracess. Studies of teaific, archeol-
ogy, s0il and shadows all need to be conducted in ad-
dition to an evaluarion of a project's environmental
impact. Before a [eundation can he poured, a mini-
murm of one, and sometimes {our or five years can be
consyumed in predevelopment. The cost? Somewhere
between $500,000 and $1.5 miflion dobars, includ-
ing {ees for architecture and public meeting transia-
tors in San Jose's diverse neighborhoods.

While the plethora of blue-and-blael lettered
Barry Swenson Builder signs convey the impression
that the man is all abeut huilding, that is very far
from the case. You see, he never totally abandoned
his first career in the {ruit business.

Dirt isn't just an obstacle 1o move around with a
huildezer on a construction site; it has magic in it
too. And we're talking a lot of magic: 50,000 Califor-
nia acres split among lettace, figs, walnuts, prunes,
rice, pecans, tomatves, almonds, wild rice, alfalfa,
and cattie.

He doesn't fit the high-powered Siiicon Valley city
slicker mold because, at heart, the guy is a farmer. I[
there comes a time to add 2 new stgn to his Hineup, it
will be inscribed "Barry Swenson Parmer.”

But for now, his focus is on growing San Josc and
its downtown core.

DK SWEET is a freelance wiiter and long-time Son
Jose resident,
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